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ix

Recent years have seen the rapid growth of international migration and remittances
as well as an increase in research and policy discussions on this topic. This dialogue
has highlighted the development impact of migration and drawn attention to such
economic issues as job creation in sending countries, improvements to temporary
work arrangements, and increased facilitation of the flow of remittances.

Several important policy initiatives in recent years have deepened this
dialogue. In 2004 the European Union launched the AENEAS program, which
provides financial and technical assistance to non-European countries in the area
of migration and asylum. In 2005 the United Nations Global Commission on
International Migration was established to facilitate policy dialogue on migration.
In 2006 the first High Level Dialogue on International Migration was held at the
United Nations headquarters. This resulted in the creation of the Global Forum
on Migration and Development, an informal, voluntary, state-led forum for the
discussion of migration and development issues. The forum first met in Brussels
in 2007. Regional development banks have also begun to tackle the issue, as have
governments of some source and destination countries and a number of research
institutes and individual scholars.

The World Bank has also contributed to the policy dialogue on international
migration with several research volumes, including International Migration,
Remittances, and the Brain Drain; Global Economic Prospects 2006: Economic
Implications of Remittances and Migration; and the recently released International
Migration, Economic Development, and Policy.

However, recent research—with a few notable exceptions—has not paid
sufficient attention to gender differences in migration patterns, motivations, and
impacts.

Foreword
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x Foreword

This is a major omission. Women now account for nearly half of all interna-
tional migration. Theoretical and empirical models that omit gendered determi-
nants and impacts of migration are missing key elements of the story. Women’s
roles in destination labor markets and in remittance flows—to cite just two
examples—are crucial to understanding the development impacts of interna-
tional migration.

This volume, prepared by the World Bank’s Gender and Development Unit in
collaboration with the Development Research Group, surveys the state of our
knowledge and provides new research on the gendered determinants and impacts
of migration and remittances as well as on the patterns of labor market participa-
tion of women migrants. It also sketches a road map for future research on gender
and international migration.

This research on women and international migration illustrates the type of
analytical work that can shape policies to economically empower women
migrants as well as women left behind by male migration. It is our hope that such
analysis will lead to policies that boost productivity, raise incomes, and improve
welfare in both sending and receiving countries.

Sincerely,

Danny Leipziger
Vice President 
Poverty Reduction and Economic Management (PREM) Network 
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